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According to media scholar 

Henry Jenkins, “Participatory 

culture is emerging as the culture 

absorbs and responds to the 

explosion of new media technologies 

that make it possible for average 

consumers to archive, annotate, 

appropriate, and recirculate content 

in powerful new ways.” So it is that 

blogs, Wikipedia, YouTube, social 

networks, and online collaboration 

have displaced the primacy of mass 

media and credentialed authorities. 

The sharp distinction between those 

who produce the culture and those 

who are consumers of it has been 

substantially eroded.

In this monograph, one of four that make up the 2010 

CoSN Compendium, we look at six school districts that have 

made significant strides at adopting a participatory culture, 

with help from Web 2.0 tools and a careful reexamination of 

district policies and practices. They are:

•	 Birdville Independent School District in Texas, where 

students and teachers shape their own learning with help 

from tools such as Facebook, YouTube. blogs and cell phones.

•	 Connecticut’s New Canaan 

Public Schools, where the use of 

social networking and other Web 

2.0 tools has enabled a collaborative 

culture and educated students in the 

responsible, ethical, safe and legal 

uses of technology.

•	 Westwood Cyber High School 

in Michigan, where students who 

were once at risk of dropping out 

are now researchers in an online, 

collaborative environment that 

makes extensive use of Web 2.0 and 

social networking.

•	 Forsyth County Schools 

in Georgia, where 21st century 

technology, job-alike teams, collaborative work on the 

creation of a digital learning object repository, and a variety 

of other support systems enable effective professional 

learning experiences for the district’s teachers.

•	 Barrington 220 in Illinois, where e-newsletters, 

Facebook, Twitter, and a Web site featuring podcasts and 

other student-created content keep parents and community 

members up to date.
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How are forward-

thinking districts tapping 

into the power of digital 

media to transform 

teaching, learning and 

communication for all 

members of the  

school community?

V o l u m e  8   :   I s s u e  2



2

© CoSN 2010. The full-text version of this paper is a CoSN members-only publication. Institutional members may reprint this publication to use within their schools or district.  
Corporate members, educational service agencies and institutes of higher education may distribute to internal staff. No one may repost this publication to public Web sites, external list serves, blogs, wikis or other publicly accessible forums.  

Permission to distribute beyond these parameters must be granted explicitly by CoSN and copyright ownership must be noted. To join or learn more about CoSN, visit www.cosn.org.

•	 Texas’ White Oak Independent School District, where 

community members stay in touch with school through 

Twitter and Facebook, students publish podcasts and blogs, 

cell phones are welcome in the classroom, and district 

administrators avoid a “lockdown mentality.” n

•	Profiles of all six districts.
•	A librarian’s perspective on the role school libraries and media centers play in the thoughtful 

adoption of Web 2.0 technologies.
•	An overview of some of the Web 2.0 tools in use in the six districts profiled.
•	 Information about the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation-funded grant project 

focusing on schools and participatory culture.
•	Resources for learning more.

The Complete  
Monograph 

Contains:

This publication is one of four monographs that make 
up the 2010 CoSN Compendium, a collection of 
resources for members of the Consortium for School 
Networking (www.cosn.org), a national non-profit 
organization that promotes the use of information 
technologies in K-12 education to improve learning. 

Web 2.0 as a Force for School Transformation was 
produced by CoSN with art direction by Chris Leonard 
and written by James Bosco, Judy Salpeter and 
Ariadna Mahon-Santos. James Bosco is professor 
emeritus of educational studies at Western Michigan 
University and the principal investigator for the CoSN 

project, Participatory Culture in Schools: Leadership 
& Policy. Judy Salpeter is the editor of the CoSN 
Compendium and writes regularly for CoSN, Tech & 
Learning magazine, and other organizations in the 
educational computing field. Ariadna Mahon-Santos 
is program manager for CoSN’s Participatory Culture in 
Schools: Leadership & Policy initiative.
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